
 The Cost of Cutting Connecticut’s State Hatcheries  

* According to the 2011 Fish and Wildlife Service National Survey of Fishing, Hunting and and Wildlife Associated Recreation, there were 
3,518,000 days of freshwater fishing in Connecticut (trips) and 26% of those were for trout (914,680). If an angler spends $20 on average 
each trip, expenditures for trout fishing in the state of Connecticut is almost $18.3 MM per year.  
 
** Exact number is number is $1,102,213 

 

Basic facts 

 A total of 718,206 catchable-size trout, 438,600 Brown Trout fry and 162,000 Kokanee Salmon fry was 

stocked in 2014 in more than 100 lakes and ponds and 200 rivers and streams. 

 In 2014, approximately $3 MM in revenue was collected for freshwater fishing licenses. 

 Each year, state collects approximately $3 MM in excise taxes from the federal Sport Fish Restoration Act 

Fund. 

 Expenditures for trout fishing trips in Connecticut is nearly $20 MM* (this is a conservative estimate). 

 The cost to run the three state hatcheries and employ 17 hatchery staff which Governor Malloy has cut 

from the state budget is $1.1 MM**. 

 

The cost to outsource trout stocking 

 In 2012, in response to a budget directive, Inland Fisheries did an assessment of privatization options for 

stocking trout and assessed three options as an alternative to operating state hatcheries to raise trout for 

stocking purposes: 

 Option 1: Purchase trout from private vendors, delivery to a Connecticut Facility and distribution by 

DEEP. Total cost - $4.3 MM 

 Option 2: Purchase trout from private vendors with delivery by private vendors. Total cost – $3.9 

MM 

 Option 3: Contract with private grower to operate hatcheries or lease state hatcheries to a private 

grower. A total was not able to be determined based on responses from potential hatchery operators. 

 

The cost of not stocking 

 Serious ecological and economic repercussions would result from ceasing stocking activities abruptly. For 

DEEP to propose and promulgate regulations to change creel limits, it would take approximately two years. 

During that time, fishing pressure from anglers and predation would deplete stocked populations with the 

potential for extirpation of many individual wild trout populations. 

 In addition, the hatcheries supply eggs for two educational programs, Salmon in Schools and Trout in the 

Classroom. The two programs reach approximately 15,000 students per year in 150 schools in 90 towns 

throughout Connecticut and provide tangible applications for science, math and writing in classrooms. The 

Salmon in Schools program would cease to exist and the Trout in the Classroom project would be more difficult 

to run and egg costs would increase because eggs would have to be purchased through private hatcheries. 

 Decrease in fishing license sales will reduce revenues which support fisheries programs for DEEP. 

  

 

THE BOTTOM LINE 

Trout and Salmon fishing are inarguably an income generator for the state of Connecticut with $6 MM 

dollars in free revenues to the state and $20 MM to local economies. Closing the hatcheries and 

outsourcing stocking would result in increased cost to the state ($2.8-$3.2 MM), and abruptly ceasing 

stocking would lead to loss of revenues for the state and local economies. 

  


